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Center Bench Car Braking System

By Willie Wilhelm

he Museum’s center bench cars have automatic air brakes.

This system will apply the brakes if the main line is opened for
any reason, such as rupture of the main brake line or opening a
brake control valve. All of the metal Museum cabooses have an air
tank that is filled from the compressor at New Sherwood Station.
This source of air can be used to supply brake air if your locomotive
does not have an onboard air source. The station compressor is to be
used to fill the caboose tank rather than the main air supply at vari-
ous places along the station track. The ground is cooler than the air
coming into it causing some of the water in the air to condense out.
Water in the brake system will cause corrosion, particularly in the
air tank. There is very little water in the station compressor hose.
This brake arrangement can be used by any train with it’s own air
supply. Just connect to the brake line and go. The regulated brake
line pressure setting will stop a powered locomotive. As the train
stops, the locomotive wheels will begin to slide.

At the rear of each car, there is a “dump” valve for releasing brake pressure at

the end of the run. It is located under the stainless steel hinged cover. Before
starting out with a train this “dump” valve must be closed on each car.

There is a brake valve and a pressure gauge in each caboose. If the Conductor
sees anything ahead on the track, or a serious passenger problem, he or she can
apply the brakes. The pressure gauge is connected to the main line. If the brakes
are applied, this pressure will go down to near zero.

There is a separate brake valve for the engineer. We have provided, up to now, a
valve for the engineer that is Museum property. This is not the best setup. In an
emergency, there may be some confusion in grabbing the valve when it is
draped over the engineer’s leg or has fallen to the floor, etc.

The Museum is making up a small panel with a pressure gauge, a brake valve, a
hose and a coupling that will be for sale to the members. This panel is to be per-
manently attached to the member’s car. With the pressure gauge, the engineer
can monitor the condition of the brake system. The only part remaining to get is
the panel that is now being made by Steve Altmayer.
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Splinters from the Board
February 5, 2007

By Peter Fuad

At the February 5, 2007 Board of Directors meeting, Steve
Harris reported that the Museum now has 404 members.
The Board noted generous donations from Gary Burdorf
and Mary and Kent Bolerjack.

General Superintendent's Report. Tom Downing, general
superintendent, reported that the cleanup campaign is mak-
ing good progress. The painting of the Santa Fe caboose is
almost complete. The O'Brien-Moore bridge will be
painted next. A tree near the East Meadow was in danger
of falling. (The city has subsequently cut down the tree.) A
dead pine tree limb that needs removing near the steam
plant was also identified. The hose bibs authorized by the
Board at the last meeting had been procured but not yet
installed.

Safety. Willie Wilhelm noted an email that he had circu-
lated showing how other live steaming clubs around the
country were dealing with safety and waiver issues. These
emails will be posted.

Facilities. Roger Bacon reported that he would be pouring
concrete to replace the platform for the Sutchville Station
that had been removed during reconstruction of the yard,
and the City has approved the pouring. (Plans for the New
Sherwood Station will be put on hold until the Sutchville
Station is completed.) The Board also voted to relocate the
wigwag signal to near New Sherwood Station where it
would be more visible to the public. Roger will procure an
FCR for the signal installation. Roger also reported on pro-
gress and plans for the Kountry Kitchen remodel. The grill
will be turned around, the latticework will be enclosed and
the area generally reconfigured to increase convenience
and safety. The tie stock purchased earlier has arrived.

The Museum's order for five new center bench cars was
discussed. Donovan has promised the bodies by the end of
February. The Board moved to arrange to paint three of the
cars Pullman green and two of the cars boxcar red. The

trucks originally planned to be used on these cars will in-
stead be diverted to replacing worn trucks on the center
bench cars comprising the electric train set. The Board ap-
proved the purchase of a pair of trucks without brakes for
the electric locomotive riding car, but deferred authorizing
the purchase of the trucks that will now be needed for the
new center bench cars because of fiscal constraints. The
Board approved purchasing five new batteries and a coil
for the electric locomotive, although the type and cost of
the new batteries was subsequently deferred pending fur-
ther research into the matter.

The Board voted to install an electric eye to count passen-
gers boarding trains on Sundays on an experimental basis.
This will include designing a shoot to funnel passengers
through the electric eye in a single file. There was some
discussion on the necessity of such a device given that issu-
ing tickets already gave a fairly accurate count.

Willie announced that he had located the leak in the screw
air compressor and had ordered a replacement part. Willie
announced that he had completed a number of brake con-
trol panels for installation on riding cars, and the Board
voted to sell such panels at cost to members, which will be
about $40.

The Board voted to spend up to $200 to repair the copier. If it
costs more, John De Phillip Jr. will consult with the Board.

Steve Harris reported that all shed space is leased. Two
members leasing Phil West Barn tracks and owning steam
engines took advantage of the new plan to allow them to
lease a second track near the steaming bays for their steam
engines. The reciprocal space they promised to make avail-
able on their Phil West Barn tracks remains open.

Steve introduced new resident members Joe Dinhaupt and
Debbie Friedman and son Zachary. He announced three
new nonresident members: Mike Massee (Mojave), David
Dull (Escondido) and Ernie Beskowiney (Canada).

Vice president Les Kovacs presided at the Board meeting
in the absence of President Ron Bergmann, who is recover-
ing from heart bypass survey. The Board wishes Ron a
speedy recovery.

Los Angeles Live Steamers Railroad Museum
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By Tom Downing

The Museum’s Spring-cleaning is pick-
ing up steam. We still need help on Sat-
urdays! If you come out on Sundays and
look around, you can see that on most
Saturdays, many things are getting

| done.

The new yard is starting to look good. We temporary
moved the old west town out to Davis Mining, as it was
getting beat up in the parking lot. At least it looks good on
this spot for now. Larry, the painter, has put a fresh coat of
paint on the Santa Fe caboose. We have got the trees
trimmed back from the O’Brien-Moore Bridge and paint-
ing will begin painting on that soon. The valley line has
started to get ballasted.

The weather has been good on doing the outdoor projects.
One of the Saturday-regular groups finally got the 50™ An-
niversary sign up over the public entrance installed. Gary
Baker got the sign made up and it looks really sharp.

There are still a lot of items at the Museum that still need
attention. Remember the clock is ticking for the Spring
Meet. The Board has asked me to get the west end cleaned
up. This involves a lot of tree trimming, leaf raking, getting
all the drains cleared and adjusted. This appears to be a
good size job that will take a few weekends.

Now would be a great time to come out and get involved as
with so many projects going on, our active volunteer based
group is getting stretched pretty thin. With a little help, we

can get this place looking sharp.

For Sale

Eaton #11 hydr ostatic transmission and mounting bracket
for Kohler 8 HP engine, $350.00. Contact John De Phillip
Jr., 818/241-5385.

Railroad Supply-type industrial switcher. 1%" scale, 25 ton
Chessie engine #208. Great starter engine. Excellent condi-
tion, outstanding hauler. LALSRM compliant. Proven reli-
ability. Has a 4 HP Kohler 4-cycle motor, hydrostatic trans-
mission, working lights, dimmable headlamp, and all wheel
drive. Priced to sell, only $3,000. Contact Diana or Glen
Manchester, 626/798-7189 or 626/222-6147.

Tank car, $400. 14" scale. Contact Dick Jensen, 310/326-5850.

Wanted

Rever se stand for 174" scale steam locomotive; firebox door
and frame, latch; smokebox throttle; Complete tender or tender
parts suitable for light Pacific or Consolidation. Contact Jay
Carsman, jcarsman(@socal.rr.com or 818/727-1111.

Disneyland Railroad
Appreciation Day

By Stephen Waller

Volunteers at the Walt Disney Barn are inviting Disney-
land Railroad engineers, firemen and conductors to visit
LALSRM on Sunday March 18, 2007. We're choosing that
particular day because the Disneyland Railroad is sched-
uled to be down for track maintenance from February 11
through March 29. This means that more of the DRR

crew will be free to attend on March 18", which is the nor-
mal day when the Barn and Steam Plant are open. We're
sure that our guests will enjoy touring Walt's workshop in
the Barn, seeing the Steam Plant in operation and taking a
ride on the Disney Loop. Many of the Disneyland cast
members (as they're called within the company) don't know
the full story of how the 1950 construction of Walt Dis-
ney's live-steam Ys-scale backyard railroad influenced Walt
to start building Disneyland just a few years later. Walt
himself became a charter member of our club soon after it
was formed in 1956. We hope that everyone at LALSRM
will take the opportunity to roll out the red carpet for our
special Disneyland Railroad guests.

Website Redesign in Progress

By Donald Frozina

The Museum’s website, Www.
lals.org, is in the process of be-
ing redesigned to incorporate

( newer technologies in naviga-
tion and to facilitate the ease of
making changes. Currently, the
Museum’s website contains over
2,300 files (of which there are

over 1,700 pictures and their corresponding thumbnail im-

ages) in 26 folders.

This redesign will incorporate a JavaScript® menu bar
along the top of the browser’s window (instead of the cur-
rent side menu buttons), with pull-downs linking to subsec-
tions of the existing pages as needed.

The new menu bar will link to the following: Home, The
Railroad, Historic Exhibits, Newsletter (the public version
of the Engine Booster), Pictures (sorted by subject and by
year), Other (including Calendar, Games, Links, Member-
ship, etc.) and Contact Us. This new menu bar will greatly
reduce the number of HTML (Hypertext Markup Lan-
guage) files that need to be edited when adding new or
changing old pages.

The redesign should be completed by mid-March.

The President’s Message will return next month. —&d
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Who's Been Workin’

on the RR
Jan. 8 —Feb. 3

Altmayer, Steve Mahony, Chris x2

De Phillip Jr., John  Moore, Todd

De Rosa, John x2 Nielsen, Flemming
Downing, Tom x5 x2

Downing, Wyatt x4 Ruatta, Steve x2
Frozina, Don Simpson, Skeet
Hawkins, Rory x2 ~ Soibelman, Lew
Hritz, John x2 Valencia, Donna
Kristman, Miles x2  Young, Doug x2
Lamont, Robert x3

Training Classes

Safety: 4" Saturday. Level |1 (private
use) class at 9:30 am. This is a forty-
five minute class with a multiple
choice test. Level | (public operations)
class at 11 am. This is an hour class
with a multiple choice test. (Level II is
the prerequisite for this class.) Station
Master/Safety Coordinator class at 2
pm. This is an hour hands-on class.
(Level I is the prerequisite for this
class.)

Conductor: Want to learn to be a
conductor? Call Roger Bacon at
818/887-0898 or Steve Harris at
818/842-2296 to schedule a class.
There is an excellent DVD available
to either borrow or own ($5). The con-
ductor class typically meets on a Sat-
urday. Note: You must have com-
pleted both your Level IT and Level 1
safety training to attend this class.

Diesel Engineer: Want to learn to
operate the Museum's diesel/electric
locomotives? Call Roger Bacon at
818/887-0898 or Gary Burdorf at
310/573-2019 to schedule a class. The
diesel class typically meets on a Satur-
day with the check ride on the follow-
ing Sunday. Note: You must have
completed all your conductor require-
ments to attend this class.

Engineers and Conductors
January 2007

Date/Passengers Engineer Conductor Owner
01/07/2007 Ron Tarjany Gail Woodward B. Woodward
986 passengers Peter Fuad Bob Quinn Fuad
Al Way Bernie Harris Way
Thaine Morris  Peter Fowler Morris
G. Heiman Ron Bergmann LALSRM
Larry Mitchell Bob Quinn Mitchell
Track Inspector: Al Way
Safety Coordinator: John De Phillip Jr.
Station Master: Roger Bacon
Station Assistant: Pat Miller
01/14/2007 Ron Tarjany Gail Woodward B. Woodward
780 passengers Al Way Bob Quinn Way
Thaine Morris ~ Peter Fowler Morris
Dan O'Brien M. Casey/J. Hritz O'Brien
Ted Naimy Roberto Lopez LALSRM
Track Inspector: Donald Frozina
Safety Coordinators: John De Phillip Jr., Roger Bacon
Station Master: Donald Frozina
01/21/2007 Ron Tarjany Gail Woodward B. Woodward
1,255 passengers Al Way J. Dederian/M. Bruce Way
Thaine Morris ~ Peter Fowler Morris
Rory Hawkins  Donna Valencia Hawkins
Ron Bergmann J. De Phillip Sr./J. Hritz Bergmann
Track Inspector: Al Way
Safety Coordinator: Peter Fuad
Station Master: Peter Fuad
Station Assistant: Pat Miller
01/28/2007 Al Way Chris Solak Way
674 passengers Peter Fuad Bob Quinn Fuad
Wolfgang Hell Bonnie Kaufman LALSRM
Track Inspector: Al Way
Safety Coordinator: Ron Bergmann
Station Master: John De Phillip Sr., Leni Goldberg
3,695 Total passengers for month

3,695

Total passengers to date

In Memoriam

By Lew Soibelman

Gerry Bowden, a fellow live steamer, passed away on

January 15, 2007. He was a master builder of steam
and diesel engines and loved all facets of railroading.
We send our condolences to his wife, Irma, and son,
Gary. We will miss his warmth, camaraderie and his
willingness to help others.
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